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With the elections over, there 
will be some transitioning in         
leadership and governance           
nationally as well as locally 
(perhaps not so much in our 
County).  The impact on       
socially oriented Nonprofits 
remains to be seen.  

Maui Family Support Services, Inc.  will also be 
transitioning in leadership, and would like to 
thank Jani Sheppard for her decade of           
leadership and service to our organization and 
the Families of Maui County. We have done 
good work over the past 10 years and much of 
that is due to her drive, energy and caring for 
the people we serve. Best wishes on her future 
endeavors.  

We have learned for over 30 years to adapt to 
change, because there is still a  vital need for the 
services we provide. Thanks again to our Board 
of volunteers and our ever so hard working and 
dedicated Staff.  

Dr. Michael E. Kim 
Board President 

This year Maui Family Support 
Services, Inc. faced a number of 
changes and transitions.   Some 
positive and some a bit harder 
to adjust to.  We faced cuts in 
two of our grants , one being         
eliminated and the other         
reduced by 60%.   Instead of      
lay-offs, we looked for other 
ways to keep knowledgeable and skilled staff        
maintaining much needed services for families.    
In this way our agency has always been able to 
ensure services to Maui County families and     
children are sustained.   
 
MFSS was  awarded a 2.1 million dollar, 3-year 
federal grant to implement culture and            
evidence-based family strengthening services 
for children  0-5 years.  This is just one of the 
many grants we have received allowing  us to 
increase our impact and  make a difference in 
our community. 
 
So despite some setbacks, we are expanding.  
Staff members are transitioning to ensure fit of 
their goals, knowledge, and skills.  We are         
preparing for re-accreditation with the Council 
on Accreditation.  With new grants, projects, 
and  requirements to learn, staff are as busy as 
ever.  
 
I want to recognize the unwavering dedication 
of our staff to the mission of MFSS.  They are 
giving their 100% in  providing high quality   
services for the children and families. Also,   
without the support of our Board, Policy    
Council, volunteers, community partners and             
participants, we would not be able to do the 
work that we do.  We are looking forward to 
what the next year will bring us.  We have a lot 
to look forward to. 
 
Edel Baguio-Larena 
Acting CEO  

“Change is the law of life. And those who look only to 

the past or present are certain to miss the future.”  

– John F. Kennedy 

Want to Make a Difference??  

Visit our website at 

www.MFSS.org 

for more information on ways you can 

help children and families in Maui County! 

The 8th Annual Celebration of Fathers on June 8 
was held at the UHMC Great lawn for the first 

time and was a wonderful success!!  

MFSS received visits from several special guests this 
year including Senator Roz Baker, a wonderful 

advocate for children and families! 

We are always excited and 
proud when keiki and families 

successfully complete one of our 
programs!  Congratulations 

2014 Graduates of MFSS! 

We were visited by a wonderful group of Girl Scouts 
who wanted to make a difference by donating to 

children and families at MFSS!  Mahalo Nui! 

This years Signature Event, kept everyone on their 

toes as they tried to find out “Who Dunnit?!” 

Sign Up for Our  
Monthly  

Newsletter at 
www.MFSS.org 

Kahu Kalani Wong of       
Kamehameha Schools Maui 
Campus provided the     
blessing of Hana’s first Infant 
and Toddler Center in      
September 2014.  The center, 
made possible through a                  
collaboration between MFSS, 
Hana High and Elementary,  
Ma Ka Hana Ka Ike, the   
County of Maui and  Kamehameha Schools has  
been an ongoing project for over five years.  We 
are excited for the center to officially open upon 
licensing approval.  


